
W hat exactly does patriotism sound like? Is it the deafening 
chant of “Rocky! Rocky! Rocky!” heard while our hero 
victoriously stands over the ‘roid-raging communist boxer 

Ivan Drago? Is it the sound of a cash register ringing to the unnecessary 
purchase of the super-platinum collector’s edition two-disc DVD of The 
Patriot for $45? Or is it the majestic call of a bald eagle soaring over 
amber waves of grain, clutching an electric guitar and shredding Jimi 
Hendrix’s rendition of the ”The Star Spangled-Banner”? This brings us to 
today’s word: Bald Eagle.

Bald Eagle, a punk-metal-rock band from Columbia (Missouri’s 9th 
district, the fightin’ ninth!), has found its destiny. It is out to be the 
most patriotic band in the history of time by becoming the official 
band of The Colbert Report, the satirical news show hosted by faux-
Republican pundit Stephen Colbert. The group has issued a declaration 
on the Report’s Web site that challenges Colbert himself to find a more 
American band.

“Bald Eagle, a true representation of what AMERICA IS!” says the 
post on The Colbert Report main message board. “Colbert says he is so 
American that he wears an American flag nipple ring, well then why 
does he not have an official band that is truly American?” 

The band released a new album, Hot Shoulders, on Aug. 21. But 
it’s clear that the most important thing on the band’s mind, despite 
its incredibly busy schedule, is to prove its patriotism, truthiness and 
Lincoln-ish appeal to the self-proclaimed “Megamerican” Colbert. 

“Our other projects involve exporting the bear population to 
nondemocratic nations, finding a quick and easy method to invade 
Iran and destroying any lasting impression of communism in the United 
States,” says Alex Hodschayan, a representative for the band’s label, 
Emergency Umbrella. “We thought about helping to build a fence at 
the border, but that would deter our efforts to capture the hearts of the 
American people by becoming the official band of The Colbert Report.”

Does Bald Eagle’s music truly translate to the comedic stylings of 
the Report, or is the band cleverly using the show’s success to increase 
its exposure? Zach Noland reviewed the band’s CD release party at 
Mojo’s. Noland is a Columbia resident and co-creator of the webzine 
theBathysphere.com. He believes the pairing of Bald Eagle and Colbert 
would fit well. 

“They have that sort of hyper-masculine tinge that would suit 
Colbert’s pseudo-conservative shtick,” Noland says, “in an ironic way, of 
course. It’s always irony.”

Sean Jeffries, manager of Mojo’s, agrees.
“They’re gifted musicians,” Jeffries says. “Their music challenges its 

listeners as well, much like Stephen Colbert’s style of comedy. He causes 
you to think about what you’re laughing at.” 

Bald Eagle has started a petition on its Web site,  
BaldEagleReport.com, in hopes that a multitude of signatures will catch 
Colbert’s eye. Such a patriotic use of a petition might even bring tears to 
that eye, tears that undoubtedly taste like apple pie and SUVs.

 “As of yet, we have not made any contact with the show, but we are 
compiling a gift basket for Stephen, and by what my gut tells me, he will 
want to contact us,” Hodschayan says.

If it does become the sound of the Report, the band won’t be the 
only bald eagle that holds a special place in Colbert’s heart. 

In April 2006, the San Francisco Zoo named one of its bald eagles 
Stephen Jr. in honor of the show. Stephen Jr. later devastated his 
surrogate father by going AWOL to Canada. Don’t act so cocky, Canada; 
this only proves that adolescent eagle children rebel against their 
parents just like adolescent human children. 

If the band succeeds in its mission, “It would feel as if George 
Washington himself came down from heaven and defeated the terrorists 
by setting all of the bears loose in their communities,” Hodschayan says.

 Bears, bands, Bald Eagle. And that is the word.
                                                                       — Andy PAschen
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Bald Eagle wants to become 
the sound of the show

music
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ABOVe: Justin Nardy, Danny Matteson, Justin McCrady and Mikey 
Wheeler of Bald Eagle hope to be Stephen Colbert’s next big thing.


